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OBSERVATIONS: 


ON THE 


NATURAL axp CIVIL RIGHTS or 


Countrymen and Fellow Citzens; 

T is a melancholy conſideration to the 
1 friends of liberty, and the rights of the g 
people, that the ignorance and depravity 
of ſo many ſhould render arguments neceſſary 
to prove, what every free-· born ſubject ſhould 
carry about him, engraved in the tablet of his 
heart, as the title of his nobleſt inherirance, 
and the firſt privilege and dignity of his na- 
ture. But ſuch is the reſtleſs ambition of 
princes, ſuch the unceaſing efforts of the dan- 
gerous powers they poſſeſs, to ſubdue the love 


of liberty to the luſt of domination, by ſeducing | | 

the underſtanding and corrupting the paſſions, 8 
as call for the equal exertions of public ſpirit 
'B to 


r us 
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to counteract the faſcinations of ſophiſtry and 
ſeduction, Much has been ſaid and written in 
behalf of civil liberty, by men of the firſt ta- 
lents and virtues in the preſent, as well as for- 
mer periods of our hiſtory. I do not recollect 
from my own confined reading, that the na- 
tural and civil rights of the people have been 
properly defined and diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, or from the delegated rights of civil ma- 
giſtrates and governments, and the line accu- 
rately drawn betwixt the claims of each. 1 
addreſſed you the laſt year in two letters upon 
a ſimilar ſubject, viz. * Reſtoring the conſti- 
tution from the corrupt influence of the crown 
over both houſes of parliament;” and as the 
only poſſible means of effecting this, I ſhall 
now lay before you ſuch clear proofs of your 
equal rights as men and Engliſhmen, as I flatter 
myſelf, if you uſe your reaſon, and are not to- 
tally degenerated from the virtue of your an- 
ceſtors, muſt ſtrongly- influence and excite you 
to the recovery of them. 


It may be conſidered as a leading maxim in 
human life and affairs, and particularly appli- 
cable to policy and civil government, that the 
power which acts conſtantly under the ſti- 
mulus of the ſtrgngeſt paſſions and motives, 


naturally the moſt active, bold, and perſe- 
vering, 


1 

vering, will finally prevail againſt ſuperlop 
rights and greater powers, whole intereſts be- 
ing of a general nature, and more remote from 
obſervation, act with leſs force and effect upon 
individuals, than ſuch as are preſent, perſonal, 
or domeſtic, From which principle it ariſes, 
that thoſe ſtates which in the ſtrength and man- 
hood of natural rights and virtue commenced 
republics, or limited monatchies, have expired 
under the gripe of tyranny. National depra- 
vity, which nearly extinguiſhes the love of li- 
berty, adds ſtronger incentives to the luſt of 
dominion ; and the wealth and proſperity of 
kingdoms, that whet the appetite of power for 
plunder, enervating at the ſame time the ſpirit 
of defence, diſcovers the true cauſe why go- 
vernment in free ſtates naturally tends towards 
deſpotiſm. When public virtue declines into 
the ſelfiſh and vicious character, the {pirit of 
tyranny riſes in the ſtate, as its oppoſite prin- 
ciples of reſiſtance decay. From whence it is 
evident, that nothing can remedy this evil, and 
effectually reſiſt and defeat the intrigues of 
ambition on one hand, or inſpire the people 
with a due ſenſe of the value and importance 
of their rights on the other, but conflantly ex- 
erciſing thoſe rights and privileges on which 
both their liberties and government are found- 
ed. 
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Having reſerved to themſelves the upper 
hand in the conſtitution, by the ſacred rights 
of making their own laws, and guarding their 
own property, they muſt preſerve a conſtitu- 
tional controul upon the government, by acting 
with the ſame vigilance and ſpirit in ſupport of 
popular claims. 


But this + be done by the continued ex- 
ertions of the whole, not of a divided commu- 
nity, the greater part of which haye been de- 
ſpoiled of their natural rights, and diſarmed of 
their civil powers by tyrants, in order to bring 
the remainder, with their illegal franchiſes and 
immunities, into the corrupt vortex of the 
crown's influence. It is in the nature of power 
to encroach, and where popular rights give way 
to the elbowing inſolence of office, or recede 
from their ground but with a ſingle foot, 
power is ever at hand to ſeize the advantage, 
and erect the ſtandard of uſurpation upon the 
ſpot. Though delegated and dependent, it is 
apt to forget its derivation, and to grow vain 
and preſumptuous, unleſs continually humbled 
by the majeſty and power of the people, whoſe 
rights muſt be ſeen and felt as well as under- 
ſtood, They muſt paſs in triumph before the 
eyes of government, and the conſtitution muſt 


Br be annually renovated, in order to give due re- 


ſpect 
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ſpect to the origin of power, the natural rights » 


of the people, which alone can preſerve the 
one limited, and the other free. But when 
through the long neglect of their rights, and 
the eſtabliſhed innovations of government, the 
people became ſervile and corrupt, ignorant of 
their rights, or indifferent about them, they are 
not only eaſily invaded by actual violence, but 
the very principles on which they are founded 
are inſidiouſly undermined by literary Swiss, 
ſingled out for that abandoned purpoſe, with 
a due mixture of parts and profligacy. Writers 


of this complexion have appeared in our time, 


who neither bluſh nor fear to aſſert, that liberty 


exiſts no where but in imagination, and that all 
the rights of mankind are derived from, and 


dependent upon civil governors, They affirm, 
that one man's office gives rights and property 
to all. That the liberty which millions boaſt, 


is nothing but the ſuſpenſion of this man's 


power, and their property the mere indulgence 
of his prerogative; the overflowings of his trea- 
ſure, which he graciouſly permits the people 
to uſe, till his Crown and dignity demand it, 
And ſo far are they from being entitled to 
 with-hold any part as their own, from the 
claims of the Crown, that according to theſe 
writers, the ſubject hath no 7igbt in the light 
of his own eyes, or the labour of his own 

hands, 
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hards, till confirmed to him by civil rulers; 
They know full well, that not only the dignity 
of the Ring and government, but the ordinary 
wants of the man and his family, are provided 
for and maintained by the free grant of the 
people's deputies in parliament. They know 
that the-government ſupplies are raiſed by the 
ſame authority, and that they can legally wich- 
hold every ſhilling till their demands upon go- 
vernment are complied with, and then alſo, if 
they diſapprove of the ſervice; and yet theſe 
impoſtors would perſuade the people, that they 
have neither rights, liberty, nor property. 
Whereas, the truth is, on the direct contrary, 
that government hath no power, but what being 

originally delegated from the people, is ſtill 
held, as far as government is lawful, under their 
controul. They not only move frech themſelves, 
they are the firſt movers of the government; and 
the whole ſtate machinery, when in due order, is 
but the engine of the nation's power, dignity, 
and welfare, But when men of abandoned 
principles, or rather profeſſions, ſlaves in heart 
more than in head, ate hired to plead the cauſe 
of tyrants againſt the people, it is high time to 
reſtore the conſtitution both in theory and prac- 
tice. To ſhew the public, if they know not, on 
what ſure ground their rights are founded, and 
how incapable their oppreſſors are to meet them 


I on 
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bn any ground, if they will be true to them- 
felves, and to one another; It has long been 
the buſineſs of corrupt ſtateſmen and lawyers to 
perplex men's ideas in the inveſtigation of ſuch 
truths as tend to the recovery of popular rights; 
and to limit the encroachments of power; Sub- 


tlety and ſophiſtry are the old ſtanding council 


for the Crown; they are ſeldom retained on 
behalf of the people. But although it be dif 
ficult to prove thoſe common rights which all 
men derive from nature, by any clearer me- 
dium than common ſenſe, and that conviction 
which is congruous to the rights of nature, I 
will endeavour, without the ſophiſtry or the 
fee, to plead the great cauſe of the community 
againſt the uſurpations of power, the logic of 
ſtateſmen, and the quibble of law; It is in- 


deed no leſs to the diſgrace of profeſſional 


knavery and ſervility, than of popular igno- 
rance and inattention, that ſuch glaring fa- 
lacies, abſurdities, and falſhoods, have made 
their way to more than vulgar minds, under 
the maſk of Jaw, or the cloak of religion, as 
obſcure the light of nature, and bewilder the 
dictates of common ſenſe in prejudice and er- 
ror; ſo that the rights which are eſſential to 
their preſervation, and well being as men, and 
fundamental to all their privileges as citizens, 
are arbitrarily and corruptly with-held from 

them 
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them by falſe pretences, and treaſonable prac- 


tices, to which they have too * and ſhame- 
fully ſubmitted. 


In the proſecution of this deſign, in order 
fully to underſtand the terms we uſe, and thus 
clear the ground of argument, it will be ne- 
ceſſary, in the firſt place; to define the rights 
we treat of, and then to diſtinguiſh two dif- 


ferent kinds of rights, which are ſometimes 
artfully, and ſometimes ignorantly confounded 


with each other. 


A right is that clear principle of natural 
Juſtice, by which, as men, we exerciſe thoſe 
powers and faculties, given us by our Maker, 
for our own and others preſervation and hap- 
pineſs. A civil right is a title by ſome law or 
uſage, of greater or ſmaller communities, to 
the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of ſome benefit 
or privilege, to which there was no prior 
claim. Of rights, ſome are primary and fun- 
damental, inherent in, and unalienable from 
the people. Theſe are truly divine rights, whe- 
ther civil or religious, for they originate from 
God and' nature. Others, are ſecondary, de- 
rived, or official rights, which pertain to ma- 
eiſtrates and government; but theſe being of 
— origin, may be altered or annihilated, 

at 


(9) 
at the pleaſure of the community by which they 
were ordained. 


The primary, natural, and fundamental —_ 
rights, are thoſe which belong to the human : 
ſpecies; without which man could net be 
what nature intended him; a rational, moral, 
and free agent, capable of ſelf determination | 
and government, On theſe are founded his 
own civil rights as a member of a free com- 9 

munity, and the delegated rights, or powers \ 
of thoſe, who are appointed to govern the 
commonwealth under its own reſtrictions and 
laws. And as they regard the honour and 

'- happineſs of the whole individual, they in- 
clude the ſacred as well as civil rights; the 
right of free enquiry, private judgment, and 
liberty of conſcience, the free exerciſe of 
which, as it alohe proclaims him rational, can 
only render him juſtly accountable for his 
actions at any tribunal of equitable laws, 


The primary civil rights of mankind relate 
chiefly to that law of ſelf· preſet vation, which 
requires they ſhould live under the govern- 
ment of their own common will and wiſdom, 
expreſſed in laws of their own. conſtituting 3 
not under the will of another, ſuperior to, or 
independent of the public will, the very. "2 
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of which is repugnant to the nature of com- 
munity, or- ſelf-preſervation, Inſomuch that 
one would hardly conceive it to be in folly or 
preſumption itſelf, for any one man to pretend 
a right to rule another mah, much leſs a com- 
munity, without conſent or appointment, un- 
der a controul that can never be alienated, 
while men, as ſuch, are naturally equal, and 
ſelf-preſervation is equally the firſt law of na- 
ture to individuals and communities. 


To this controul only it is that the people 
owe their liberty and property, with all their 
rights, civil and ſacred. And by equal and 
univerſal ſuffrage alone in the choice of their 
legiſlative delegates, can this controul be main- 
tained. Which brings me to the great point 
1 had in view—To prove, by the moſt direct 
and incontrovertible arguments, the people's 
equal and univerſal right of election and re- 
preſentation, 


The firſt argument in ſupport of this great 
primary right of the people, ariſes from the 
conſtitutional qualification being natural, not 
civil, a birthright inheritance, not a franchiſe 
or endowment. By the order of things and 
the law of the conſtitution, the people cannot 
be ſuppoſed originally to poſſeſs civil rights, 

any 
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any more than Jaws, till in conſequence of 
uſing their natural rights of election and re- 
preſentation for that purpoſe, a legiſlature is 
formed, from which ſuch rights and laws may 
be derived; nor can they derive a right of 
delegation from the powers they delegate. To 
talk therefore of civil franchiſes as prior to 
the civil power or government, is a palpable 
abſurdity, 


The Crown can no more confer thoſe rights 
by which crowns are firſt conferred, than thoſe 
franchiſes which corruptly create modern ſe- 
nates, It is evident then at the firft glance, 
that a conſtituent body founded on civil fran- 
chiſes to create a legiſtarure which muſt be 
ſuppoſed to exiſt previous to all civil rights 
or franchiſes, is a contradiction in terms. A 
civil power which a man holds from others, 
can never qualify him to empower the others 
to act as his principals, and to hold him ame- 
nable at their bar, which fuppoſes a right, 
both prior and ſuperior to all civil powers. 
A franchiſed conſtituent body is therefore an 
mmpoſture; it is neither founded on natural 
nor civil rights. Were it founded on the for- 
mer, it would be equal and uniform, like all 
other laws and principles of nature, and by 
being extended to the whole community, would 

CY anſwer 
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** effectually the wiſe purpoſe of pature, 


in forming a permanent and invincible barrier 
againſt the inroads of power. It could not 
be ſuppoſed to originate from the civil power, 
ſince it is equally contrary to reaſon and ex- 
perience, for goyernment to limit, and power 
to controul itſelf, From the natural neceſſity 
which numbers impoſe, delegates act inſtead 
of the community. But the rights of nature 
ſtill preſerve their ſup:-rior dignity in a free 
conſtitution, though loſt in a corrupt govern- 
ment. Under a popular government no law- 
ful power can ſubſiſt ſuperior to popular con- 
troul, becauſe being founded on the common 
will and public weal, it can never be ſubject 
to the will and pleaſure of any man, or body 
of men. Civil rights cannot ſubſiſt upon the 
ſubverſion of natural ones, which are their 
true ſource and origin, without ſuch a change 
in the firſt principles of the conſtitution, as 


diſſolves the civil felation, and the —— 


betwixt the people and their rulers, 


Nor can thaſe rights which belong not to in- 
dividuals, but to mankind and communities, 
be alienated from them. They can no morg 
{ell or loſe their liberty than their reaſon, or 
erect form. They are bound by the prior law 
of their Maker, to. be men; that is, moral 

| and 
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and free agents; and by the conſtitution of 
their country, to be free men, which they Cane 
not be while any others uſurp their rights. 
Tyrants that attempt to make them leſs, are 
in revellion to the laws of God and their 
| country. But ſuch, is the danger of their ſi- 
tuation, that ſhould they keep clear of this 
rock of deſpotiſm, it is odds but they fall 
upon the other of corruption. Since expe- 
rience gives us ample and melancholy proof 
that there is no confidence to be placed in con- 
ſtituents, when the rights and privileges of a 
community can be betrayed to their oun ad- 
vantage. Nor could the ſottiſn people: com» 
plain that their deputies betrayed and ſold 
them to government, who baſely ſet them the 
example, and encouraged the treaſon; who 
ſurrendered their own moſt ſacred rights as a. 
nation, to the will and diſpoſal of others, 
and thus rien} themſelves, without a temp- 
tation or: a motive, unleſs that of indolence or 
infatuation. 


The Sxcoun ARGUMENT in fupport of this 
great primary, fundamental right of the peo- 
ple, ariſes from the ſimilar circumſtances and 
pretenſions of all in the ſame community. 
The right which belongs to any individual, as 
d man, or a member of the great community, 

elan 
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belongs equally to every man upon the ſame 
ground and claim. Equal beings have equal 
rights from nature—PFellow-citizens, equal pri- 
vileges from a conſtitution. Conſequently to 
cut off this right from all, as a birthright in- 
heritance from the Creator, and to beſtow it 
partially upon a comparative few, as a civil 
franchiſe merely, is not only a groſs violence 
upon the law of nature, and the equal rights 
of all, but it is ſubverting the principle and 
ground of the right, by ſubſtituting a different 
quahfication, and allowing the eivil magiſtrate 
to uſurp powers that belong only to God 
Powers, ſo far from being derived, or held 
from bim, that be, and all his official powers 
are delegated by, and derived from, this ori- 
ginal ſource of all civil authority, The title 
and claim of freemen to liberty, and of courſe 
to the right of maintaining their liberty, by 
free election and repreſentation, cannot be 
founded on any qualification, temporary, local, 


or dependent, but on one that is equal, uni- 


verſal, and unalterable, and muſt therefore be 
as permanent as the principle from which it 
originates. Otherwiſe this contradiction would 
follow, that primary rights might depend upon 
ſuch as are ſecondary; and thoſe which are in- 
herent and natural, upon others delegated and 
artificial; which would be groſly confounding 
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cauſe and effect. The regal traitor who firft 
innovated upon this ſacred right of the ſubject, 
uſurped God's authority with the people's in- 
heritanee; violated the firſt principles of juſ- 
tice, and removed the corner ſtone of civil li- 
berty, whilſt he laid the ſure foundations of 
tyranny in a partial and corrupt repreſentation. 
A conſtituent body from dependent boroughs 
and corporations, was fraught with every miſ- 
chief which we now deſervedly groan under as 
a nation, for ſuffering both ourſelves and our 
poſterity to be thus ſhamefully and deliberately 
tricked out of thoſe rights which form the only 
baſis of liberty. By this ſole means all the 
principles of a free conſtitution have been ſi- 
lently ſapped, gradually overturned, and tram- 
pled under foot, while the deſpotic invadet 
triumphs in the forms of liberty, and the 
ſpoils of property; and to make the conqueſt 
the more galling, is arrayed in the mock ſo- 
lemaities of law and legiſlation. Thus a ma- 
giſtrate erects his tyrant throne upon the ruins 
of the commonwealth, and the borrowed rights 
of office riſe above the dignity of natural 
rights; while a prodigy is formed in the po- 
litical horizon, ſcarcely leſs ridiculous, than it 
is monſtrous and horrible! An individual, per- 
haps weak and worthleſs, owing his daily brrad 
to the community, ſo far arming himſelf with 

the 
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the 5 powers of the community, as to command 


that property on which wars own bread de- 


pends! 
A third argument in ſupport of the equal 


and univerſal rights of election and repreſen- 


tation ariſes from hence; all men being equally 
concerned in the events, as well as in the ſup- 
port of government, are equally entitled to a 


due controul upon its power. The liberty and 


property of each are as ſacred to him, as any 
others can be to them, and his claim as good, 
therefore no juſt reaſon can be aſſigned why 
every one ſhould not be entitled to the ſame 
rights and powers of guarding and defending 
them. By the principles of the conſtitution, 
which is only a tranſcript of natural juſtice, 


the whole body of the people are born le- 


giſlators, and inherit the right of felf-govern- 
ment; of which nothing could, or ought to 
deprive them, but the ſuperior law of ne- 
ceſſity, and the utter impracticability of the 
thing in great communities. The neareſt ap- 
proach to the right that is attainable, is fa- 
credly theirs. This is the equal right of all 
to chooſe their delegates : which choice, when 
too extenſive to be under influence from power, 


is bur little inferior in point of ſafety and uti- 


lity, to univerſal * could it actually 
exiſt, 


_-.- . 
exiſt, and it is certainly far more convenfent. 
But when in contempt of nature, juſtice and 
common ſenſe, one man is appointed to guard 
the rights of ſix, by a, power which is eter- 
nally hoſtile to the rights of all; and the great 
body of the community are not only repre- 
ſented in voluntary acts of the moſt impor- 
tant nature, without their concurrence,or con- 
ſent, but againfl their will, and in defiance of 
their rights, ic is impoſſible to give a name to 
ſo flagrant and impious a violation of the moſt 
eſſential right and privilege of the commu- 
nity, adequate to its enormity and guilt, Were 
we even to grant what is far from true, the 
whole people to be as incapable of chooſing 
delegates, as of enacting laws, does it follow 
that they are not entitled to the next approach” 
to their natural rights, to chooſe at leaſt the 
conſtituent body, which is immediately to re- 
preſent + their authority, and ſupport their 
rights? Has the Crown a right to take this 
ſolemn buſineſs out of the hands of the Com- 
mons, and to bribe thoſe by, uſurped fran- 
chiſes, who were before qualified by natural 
rights? Have the people of England ever ſur- 
rendered this right to the Crown, or could 
they lawfully Co it, if they were fo degenerate ? 
Have they ever conſented, as a community, 


that the ſecondary, dependent rights of an 
ID office, 
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office, ſhall ſuperſede and annul thoſe rights 
of nature from which all legal government de- 
rives both its origin and ſanction ? Were this 
the caſe, what controul would remain upon 
the Crown, or with what propriety could we 
pronounce the government limited ? The or- 
der of nature, and the principles of a free 
conſtitution would be ſubverted. There would 


be nothing popular left but the name, when 


the Crown could not only elect the repreſen- 
tatives of the people, but create thoſe fran- 
chiſes by which they were choſen, inſtead of 


being itſelf, in its original inſtitution and ap- 


pointment, the creature of the people's choice 
from natural rights. In ſuch a perverted ſtare 
of human ſociety, power giving law to right, 
corrupt policy trampling on nature and juſtice, 
and the creature and ſervant of the people 
uſurping arbitrary authority —When ſuch 
mockery prevailed in the ſtate, and counter- 
feit powers paſſed current, without the image 
or ſuperſcription of legal and conſtitutional 
ſovereignty, ſhould we not reprobate equally 
the mint, and the baſe coinage, and endeavour 
to bring the traitors to juſtice for the higheſt 
poſſible treaſon againſt the Majeſty, and the 
laws of God and Nature? —Eſpecially as it 
appears in the 
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FourTu ARcuMenT, both from reaſon and 
experience, that no other mode of election and 
repreſentation can anſwer the end and deſign of 
any; Which, if I miſtake them not, are to 


guard the rights, the perſons, and the pro- 


perty of the pecple from the abuſe of office, 
and the encroachments of power. We have 
had proof and conviction enough to our ſhame 
and ſorrow, that a partial repreſentation, liable 
to corrupt influence, while it becomes an in- 
ſtrument of fraud and tyranny to the govern- 
ment, is only a trap and an inſult to the peo- 
ple. It is abſurd and ridiculous to propoſe an 
end, without uling the proper means to obtain 
it; how much more ſo, to ſubmit to ſuch as 
in their nature tend to fruſtrate and defeat it? 
For the people to chooſe a parliament with no 
other end in view, but to encreaſe the power of 
the Crown; to appoint a reprelentative of the 
nation, to betray and enſlave the nation, 1s a 
degree of foliy or guilt, that nothing but the 
laſt ſtage of human depravity could ſink into. 
If the people have a right to freedom, they 
have a right to all the means of freedom. If 
they have any property, they are entitled to 
the means of defending it. Otherwiſe, they 
are themſelves the vaſſals and the property of 
others, who have acquired the means of 
uſurping the one, and violating the other, 

1 There 


power, both by natural juſtice, ancient uſage, 


($9 3 
There is nothing ſo ſuperlatively baſe and con- 
temptible, as a ſenate devoted to the enemy of 
ſenates and of the people, excepting the ſlaves 
and traitors, whole corrupt ſuffrages made them 


the fatal inſtruments of tyranny, But when a 


nation falls from the dignity of its natural and 
inherent rights, to accept of partial, civil fran- 
Chiſes from a magiſtrate of their own creation, 
thus affronting their Maker, and contemning 
his gifts, to idolize the work of their own 
hands, it is not ſtrange that he gives them up 
to infatuation, and ſuch ſtrong deluſion, as to 
believe the divine right of princes to disfran- 
chiſe nature and her ſons; to counteract the 
ſyſtem of Divine Providence, which made men 
free that they might continue upright, from a 
ſenſe of dignity and honour, Whereas the po- 
licy of princes, is to degrade them into corrupt 
ſlaves, in order that they may be rendered trai- 


torous conſtituents and repreſentatives, The 
rights of nature being the vital ſpirit of liberty 


and a free conſtitution, muſt revive and re- 
animate the dead letter and forms, which art- 
ful ſtateſmen will avail themſelves of, to rob 
and abuſe the nation, till rouzed by its ſuf- 
ferings to a ſenſe of the injuries and indignities 
it has ſuſtained, it ſhall aſſert thoſe general 
rights and claims, that are the firſt law of 


and 
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and the ſtatutes, as well as charters of the 
realm. 


It is this wiſe and effectual controul, ariſing 
from equal repreſentation and an independent 
parliament, that 1s the great ſtumbling-black 
to crowned heads, miniſters, and parties, whoſe 
ambition would ſport with the rights, and. 
their luxury and avarice be full fed by the 
wealth and labour of the people. Such a con- 
troul upon the Crown, cuts off all the ambi- 
tious views, and ſervile purſuits of preferment 
and plunder from the numberleſs dependents 
on its abſolute ſovereignty, particularly in the 
law and the church, the revenue, and the va- 
rious Channels of the public expenditure, 
They know full well that the Sovereign, un- 
der a real conſtitutional controul, could not 
preſume to make war with half the world, 
without the concurrence of the people, even 
when their great council was fitting z or if he 
did, they would ſoon make him ſenſible where 
the due reſtraint of nature, juſtice, and huma- 
nity was placed by law and policy, to check' 
falſe ambition, violence, and oppreſſion in 
their career. -They would let him know that 
the people who ſupplied the blood and trea- 
lure, had not only ſome right to be conſulted 
by their chief magiſtrate about the juſtice and 


ex pe- 
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l 
expedience of the quarrels in which they were 
to bleed, but that they were in truth the prin- 
cipals in the war, Who were to grant, or refuſe 
the means of carrying it on. And they would 


be fo far from hanbing him for a condeſcenſion, 


in graciouſly informing the nation, he had picked 
a freſh quarrel with another good neighbour 
and ally, that in all probability they would in- 
peach his miniſter, for not having taken their 
counſel and concurrence along with him in fo 


important a tranſaction, eſpecially if contrary 


to the ſenſe, honour, and intereſt of the king- 
dom. He would ſoon diſcover that an uncor- 
rupt Houſe of Commons were not to be treated 
as cyphers by the limited power of the Sove- 
reign, or the unlimited preſumption of his mi- 
niſter. Nor would they ſuffer him to exhauſt 
the ſtrength of the different parts of the em- 
pire in a bloody civil war, founded in no one 
principle of juſtice or policy, as it relates to 
the public welfare, but calculated merely to 
deſtroy the motives of union, and the means 


aof defence, and thus to ſubjeft the whole to a 


traitorous luſt of arbitrary dominion, —We may 
therefore add a FirTH ARGUMENT in ſupport 
of our doctrine. That if a free conſtitution 


and the rights of the people have any validity, 


force, or meaning, if they are not the mere 
traffick of a corrupt ſenate, and the property 
43 
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as well as jeſt of the Crown, their firſt prin 

ciple and great end is to give efteRual 5 
to the executive power of the ſtate, when. uſed 
arbitrarily againſt the ſubject. The public 
will muſt prevail, or that of individuals. The 
true ſenſe of the nation in a free parliament, 
or the abſolute pleaſure of miniſters in a cor- 
rupt one, where the principle and the power 
of national controul are born down by a counter 
influence, which muſt finally overturn the very 
foundations of the conlt.tution, and annihilate 
every ſpecies of liberty. It is of little mo- 
ment to the people, whether, the tyrant who 
does this be a royal one, or a junto of nobles 
and great commoners. Any body of men 
combined to obtain, and hold the powers of 
the ſtate, independent of the will and voice of 
the people, are as hoſtile to their rights and 
the principles of the conſtitution, as a jure di- 
vino deſpor. We have a ſtriking proof of 
this in the fatal parliament, that ſtrangled the 
public controul by the Septennial Bill. Had 
they meant well to liberty or the people, they 
had ſuficient power to have reſtored the con- 
ſtitution to its ancient purity, and to have 
better juſtified the revolution, by putting it 
out of the power of any future, tyranc to 
trample on the rights of a free country. But 
they were not contending for the conſtitution. 


ue 
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as the ſervants and truſtees of the nation; 
they contended then,- as they always will do, 
white a party, to make the natron and the 
conſtitution the ſervants and the ppc a of 


their own intereſt and ambition. | 


The tori nhbdelty of this proceeding 
was the more ſtriking, becauſe” the ptetence 
and apology for the outrage upon liberty, was 
to keep men out of power who could: trot have 
given it a deeper wound, than it received from 
the treacherous hand of nominal friends. The 
taking away the moſt effential right of the na- 
tion, in order to prevent its beihg inſlabed, ſa⸗- 
vours ſo ſtrongly of binding fler men in all 
caſes wharſoever; that our modern Machiavel 
ſeems to have caught the very ſpirit of the bill, 
fits Zeal With Whidihe defehdg l upon all 
EMS, as „the ground-work of the confti- 
tution:“ although both from its effects and 


principles, it Appenz to have been the under: 
ground work of the enemy of God and man, 
Who in that tranſaction ſowed plentifully the 


tates of animoſity and party violence, which 
have brought forth an hundred fold in all parts 
of the empire, in the preſent auſpicibus reign, 


no leſs friendly to ſeptennial n and, 


their nen aer of bincing 


Let 
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Let the people then at length be convinced 
of the vain diſtinctions and contentions of party. 
Let them learn by dear-bought experience, to 
place no confidence in princes or nobles, in 
whom there is no help for thoſe who ſottiſhly 
deſert their own defence; who give up the 
only controul upon power that can curb its na- 
tural propenſity to tyranny, and tamely reſign 
themſelves to the protection of others, whoſe 
intereſt and ambition will eternally prompt 
them to ſacrifice and betray, A parliament ' 
that is leſs than a true national controul upon 
the government, 1s a mockery and a lye. 


The arguments already adduced, go directly 
to prove the important rights of the people to 
equal and univerſal election and repreſentation. 
I ſhall add a SixTH, to obviate the difficulties 
which ariſe from the pretended excluſive rights 
of the conſtituent body, illegally obtained, 
and long exerciſed in the moſt unconſtitutional 
manner, and the moſt injurious to the whole 
community, I have gone to the bottom of 
this argument, as I flatter myſelf, in my pam- 
phlet, on Reſtoring the Conſttiution, publiſhed 
by ALMON, page 17. I will not repeat what 
is there advanced, but refer the reader to it, 
and content myſelt with a few general remarks 

E upon 
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upon the ſubject, which I hope will carry their 
own evidence and conviction. | 


Common ſenſe and juſtice dictate in all caſes, 
that a ſmaller good, and inferior right ſhould 
yield to more general and important ones, 
The abſurdity of a few mean boroughs and 
corporations poſſeſſing election rights, by the 
grant of the Crown, not only detrimental ta 
the kingdom at large, but ſubverſive of the 
conſtitution and the public liberty, muſt ſtrike 
every mind capable of common obſervation, 
Nor can theſe partial grants obtain greater au- 
thority by long uſage, or preſcriptive right, to 
invalidate other claims, founded on higher ti- 
tles, and of more ancient date. It is extreme 
folly to ſuppoſe a royal grant, or charter of 
immunities, can confer privileges on dependent 
boroughs, to the diſgrace and injury of the 
people at large. Grants contrary to law and 
equity, are always thefts, of whatever kind 
they are; but giving away the natural rights 
of a community, on which governmerſt is 
founded, is the higheſt of all poſſible uſurpa- 
tions and treaſons. The various tenures of 
the feudal ſyſtem, and the different rights they 
convey, are all grounded in tyranny, and 
equally ſubverſive of the rights of nature and 
the conſtitution, They found the legiſlature 

in 
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in the prerogatives of the Crown, and groſly 
make the rights of the people both the cauſe 
and effect of civil government. The people 
firſt of all chooſe their government, and ele& 
their King, And afterwards Kings, to ſhew 
their gratitude, or rather their preſumprion, 
return the obligation, by granting their crea- 
tors the people, thoſe very election rights by 
which King's and their authority exiſt. Shal- 
low reaſoners ſet up late precedents againſt 
claims as old as human ſociety, and would 
invalidate the greater and original authorities, 
by the ſmaller and ſubordinate. They would 
ſet aſide magna charta in favour of an illegal 
franchiſe. They would filence the rights of 
nature, to confirm the grants of princes, who 
exceeded their power and office, and eſtabliſh 
the unequal privileges of a few, upon public 
uſurpation, robbery, and oppreſſion; If a ſta- 
tute of the legiſlature cannot bind againſt a 
fundamental of the conſtitution, how much 
leſs a wanton and wicked preſumption of the 
Crown's prerogative ? If half a dozen venal 
wretches in a corporation, have acquired by 
innovation the rights of a whole city, which is 
a caſe exactly parallel with the kingdom, and 
the rotten boroughs, is this pretended right 
founded upon a robbery, grown legal and ſa- 


cred by poſſcſſion, and the want of means, or 
E 2 rather 


they go. Nor can any ſophiſtry evade the con- 
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rather of ſpirit to recover it? Are the colluſive 
and treaſonable praftices of a Worceſter cor- 
poration, or a Shafteſbury borough, to be ren- 
dered perpetual by the profligacy of govern- 
ment, or the tameneſs of the public, upon no 
better ground than that of poſſeſſion and cuſtom, 
which, if the priority of theſe were a ſufficient 
title, would eſtabliſh the claims of the whole 
people as firmly upon precedent, as upon reaſon 
and juſtice ? 


The ancient uſage of equal election and re- 
preſentation, uſurped by the later encroach- 
ments of the Crown and boroughs, was doubt. 
leſs founded on an acknowledged right, which 
the intrigues of power could not aboliſh while 
the people were more virtuous, and the go- 
vernment unable to corrupt them. From the 
old practice may not only be inferred the right, 
but alſo the practicability of the thing; the 
contrary of which it 1s certainly moſt prudent 
to take for granted, when miniſters reſolve not 
to make the experiment. 


But facts are deciſive arguments as far as 


cluſion, that a popular right enjoyed in paſt 
ages, may again be renewed in the ſame coun- 
try, and under a conſtitution, at leaſt of equal 

freedom, 


£0 

freedom, Men who wiſh not © a perfect 
ſyſtem of reform,” becauſe hoſtile to party, 
may amuſe us with common place phraſes 
about © the temper and actual circumſtances 
of the nation.” They may utter dark ſayings 
about other given circumſtances,” and © eli- 
gible plans of improvement, which are the beſt 
that can be obtained.” We will not laugh at 
the choice that is impoſed by the will of another; 
but ſurely this Hobſon's choice needed no ora- 
cular inſpiration, or metaphyſical ſubtlety to 
diſcover! A plain man would aſk, how do we 
know what the people can obtain, till they 
have taken the proper meaſures to put the 
queſtion home? If they are to acquieſce in 
whatever a corrupt and uſurped authority de- 
crees, it is giving up the point of right to the 
inſolence of power. If the counties, like La- 
zarus, muſt be laid at the miniſters gate, to 
receive the ſcraps that fall from the table of 
office; or like America, brought to the foot 
ef his authority, let their deputies put on ſack- 
cloth and aſhes, and deprecate vengeance, in- 
ſtead of mocking and diſhonouring their coun- 
try by claims of Juſtice. 


Is not their ſyſtem coercion and oppreſſion ? 
Will they therefore part with any portion of 
their power or plunder without compulſion ? 


And 


oy 
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And if a part may be obtained through fear or 
caution, why not the whole ? County petitions 
for popular rights, ſhould always be preſented 
properly ſeconded and ſupported. Miniſters 
then will be marvelous condeſcending, when 
their maſter's Crown, or their own heads may 
anſwer the refuſal. But the reaſon of this mo- 
deſt diffidence is plain. Were the nation to 
recover its full rights, there would be none 
for party to uſurp. And it is from hence only 


that the counties are inſtructed to be very 


ſparing in their demands, leſt by acquiring too 
much, they ſhould become too independent for 


the management of party, and faction ſhould 


be a ſtate game no longer worth playing. If 
the recovery of popular rights, and the re- 
ſtoring and improving the conſtitution, depend 
upon the will of the preſent miniſters, can it 
be ſuppoſed that veterans in tyranny and 
bloodſhed will admit of popular reforms to 
ſave the purſe or the throat of the public, fo 
long uſed to bleed for their emolument and 
ambition ? If the nation muſt be a beggar for 


its rights to the rotten boroughs, it muſt be a 


ſturdy beggar, able to alarm their fears (vil- 
lains of all kinds are ſoon alarmed) or the 


- prayer of the county petitions can anſwer no 


end but to diſhonur themſelves, and ſwell the 


preſumption and confidence of their oppreſſors. 
But 


| ( 31 ) 

But men attached to party, had rather ſub- 
mit to any government, than a reformation 
that comes from the people. Miniſters may 
be diſplaced ; but if the people recover their 
natural and conſtitutional rights, there is an 
end of party. Having zalked them out of 
their liberty, by a falſe dependance upon par- 
liamentary redreſs, they would fain perſuade 
them that they can talk them intq it again, at 
leaſt into ſuch a portion of it, as the © actual 
circumſtances and temper of the nation can 
Mz 41 15; 


One would think the buſineſs of a patriot 
oppoſition in ſuch times, were not to flatter 
and encourage the temper of a corrupt ſervile 
people, or to acquieſce in the circumſtances 
and condition 1n which an arbitrary policy hath 
involved them; but to endeavour to reform 
the evil temper, and better the condition, by 
any means that might offer, although it were 
by the virtue and ſpirit of the honeſt part of 
the nation in the county meetings, and not 
through the channel of party intereſt, and par- 
liamentary debate, 


But theſe aſſemblies will be duped by the 
hollow craft, which on all other occaſions has 
laboured to miſlead the public judgment with 

the 
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the ſame' plauſible cant about the © temper 
and actual circumſtances of the nation,” Ge- 
neral terms, which apply to all. purpoſes and 
parties, and appear to conceal ſomething out 
of - prudence, gain reſpe& becauſe not under- 
ſtood, and give the writer or the ſpeaker credit 
for more diſcernment and diſcretion, than the 
ſtrongeſt argument. They are excellently 
adapted to ſtate adventurers, who mean to 
paſs upon the underſtanding, and play at faſt 
and looſe with the cullibiliry of mankind, ge- 
nerally too timid, or too guarded to adopt 
opinions of their own. And to keep the 
people dependent, they muſt remain ignorang 
or undecided. Decided principles lead to fi 
reſolutions, and theſe to action; which ſhuf- 
fling, evaſive politicians will always avoid, "a 
play the ſame game of caution, 


For into whatever miſchiefs they betray the 
public, by their ſelfiſh or treacherous counſels, 
they will never fail, if poſſible, to ſecure a 
retreat for themſelves. 


I have thus far conſidered the primary, una- 
lienable rights of the people, particularly as 
they relate to equal election and repreſentation, 
the great national controul upon power, and 


the guardian of public liberty and property. 
| I can- 


Be By. 
f cannot quit this ground without tratifiently 
touching on thoſe moral and religious rights 
of free enquiry, private judgment, "and liberty 
of conſcience, which are equally the primary 
fights of nature, with thoſe that are civil and 
political. Prieſtly dominion, eccleſiaſtical con- 
ſtitutions and governments, liturgies founded 
on creeds, and ſyſtems of human invention, 
are as contrary to the ſimplicity and liberty 
of the Goſpel, as to men's inherent rights of 
thinking and judging for themſelves, to which 
revelation appeals, and on which all religious 
and moral obligation” are founded. Articles 
of faith are the trammels of the mind. They 
anſwer no end but to introduce myſtery and 
fanctify impoſture, while they confound truth 
and plain ſenſe, and enſlave the underſtanding 


and conſcience to the blind guidance of error 


and ſuperſtition, When the throat of cre- 
dulity has been once ſtretched to ſwallow tran- 
ſubſtantiation, the athanaſian creed, or the di- 
vine right of princes, the ſhackles of prieſt. 
craft are fixed and riveted upon ſuch minds. 


And to ſuch doctrines and believers it is 
owing, that the liberal ſpirit of chriſtianity in 
eſtabliſhed religions is made to breathe ſo much 
intolerant zeal, and becomes the parent and 
nurſe, as well as the ſcourge of ſchiſm and 

F ſectaries; 
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ſectaries; that the very prayers of the church 
are dictated by the ſpirit, of uncharitableneſs, 
which ought, like the Lord's Prayer, to be 


expreſſed in the moſt general terms, excluding 


the preſumption of private opinion, and com- 
prehending, as far as poſſible, the great truths 
only in which all chriſtians agree. They 
might then cordially unite in the ſame_com- 


mon worſhip, and no ſtumbling blocks would 


be thrown in the way of reaſon or conſcience, 


for the purpoſe of narrowing the path of pre- 


— 


ferment, and ſtamping the orthodox mark upon 
the ſimple flock. A liturgy compoſed for all 
ſincere chriſtians, with the ſame latitude that 


. Chriſt's own example warrants and teaches, 


would do more to root out hypocriſy and un- 
charitable cenſure, blind zeal and bigotry, than 
all other means whatever; while the ſanction 
of damnatory creeds continues to ſeparate bre- 
thren, and to embitter their ſpirits againſt 
each other. Were ſuch a truly catholic li- 
turgy once eſtabliſhed, honeſt men might wear 
gowns, and men of underſtanding . be their 
diſciples. But as the Church has always taken 
part with the Crown, in ſupporting its uſurpa- 
tions over the rights of the people, and its 


chief ſacred promotions depend ſo much upon 


its civil proſtitutions, upon unchriſtian ſacri- 
fices at miniſterial altars, we cannot wonder 
it 


A Jy Os 

it ſhould ſtrive to compleat the ſyſtem of ty- 
ranny by religious faith 'and ſuperſtitious wor- 
ſhip, which commenced- in a jure divino prero- 
gative. What is founded in impoſture, can 
only be ſupported by deluſion. And when 
the mitre dictates to our faith, under pain of 
damnation, it is no wonder the Crown ſhould 
uſurp ſo far upon our natural and civil rights, 
as to dictate to our very intentions, under the 
penalty of death. 


Having thus ſtated and ſupported the argu- 
ment in favour of the primary, fundamental 
rights of the people, both natural, civil, and 
ſacred, there will be leſs difficulty in aſcer- 
taining the nature, and fixing the limits of thoſe 
rights that are sEconDARY, official, derived, 
and dependant, which belong to magiſtrates 
and government; 


The ſycophants of power, eſpecially the ec- 
cleſiaſtical, have taken great pains to ſaddle the 
people with the divine right of princes, and 
the divine inſtitution of government, as if theſe 
came immediately from heaven, without the 
inſtrumentality of ſecond cauſes, and claimed 
obedience from that authority only, however 
unjuſt the title of one, or the principles of the 
other. The reaſon is obvious; they want to 
F 2 make 
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make both prior to, and independent of the 
rights of the people, which we know are de- 
rived from God. only, and aze truly diving 
rights for that reaſon, as heing above all human 
limitation or controul. Whereas the ſecon- 
dary, official rights, deputed to governments 
and civil magiſtrates, being no otherwiſe of 
divine origin, than the vox populi may be 
called vox Dei, are not ſo properly rights as 
truſts—T hey are not rights in behalf of the 
magiſtrates or government, but of thoſe con- 
ſticuent powers that deputed them. An of- 
fice, however exalted, can have no divine - 
rights which is of human origin; can have 
no joherent rights, which is itſelf a derived 
and dependent power. Its rights are in truſt 
for others benefit, and they are rather | debts 
than rights ariſing from the truſt. The right 
at leaſt is ſo cloſely connected with the truſt, 
that it cannot ſubſiſt without it. Allegiance 
to goyernment infers protection; that is, a 
que application of the public ſtrength and 
wealth to its own preſervation and proſperity, 
which whenever employed in the ſervice of 
the Crown only, to raiſe its power above the 
primary rights of the people, that government 
1s traitorous to its truſt and its maſters, and 
conſequently their allegiance is diſſolved, upon 
wh firſt principles of the conſtitution. The 

| Crown's 
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Crown's prerogatives being the grants of the 
people for the public honour and ſervice, can» 
not lawfully be employed againſt the people, 
nor trample on the ſacred parental rights that 
gave them being, without the higheſt treaſon 
againſt the community, and the God of na- 
ture. Prerogative relates to the office, not to 
the man—lIt is the deputed power of the peo- 
ple, acting by virtue of their paramount rights, 
and under the controul of their ſuperior au- 
thority, Were the kingly office derived from 
God only, or from any other origin than the 
will and appgintment of the people, nathing 
could be more abſurd than thoſe oaths, char- 
ters, and campacts, by which his power is li- 
mited, and he is bound to the diſcharge of a 
mutual obligation, truſt, and duty. The con- 
ſtitution of England would in that caſe, be 
very conciſely and properly expreſſed in the 
royal motto, Dieu et mon droit, (God and 
my right) which diſclaims the rights of the 
people, and arbitrarily founds his title on the 
Jus divinum, and the right of ſucceſſion, - And 
conſequently, the government being a mere 
perſonal concern, privilege, -and preragative, 
held from, and accountable to God only, he 
could have no occaſion for any other powers 
to carry the authority. of a diyine hereditary 
. fight. to the higheſt pitch his own will and 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure might dictate, as miniſters and their 
creatures have lately aſſerted in parliament. 
Nothing could be more impertinent than for 
the Common's Houſe to aſſume the high ſtile 
of granting ſupplies, when an authority more 
than human, could demand any portion of their 
l blood and treaſure that the luſt of dominion, 
| or the luſt of vengeance might dictate. The 
power of granting without that of refuſing, 
which cannot ſubſiſt with the Crown's abſolute 
prerogative of making war, would be the moſt 
ſolemn mockery of a nation's rights, that a 
ſervile race could endure. The legiſlature 
would then become the mere regiſter of the 
royal edits, a commiſſion of accounts to the 
Crown, as the prelent motley board of mi- 
niſterial clerks are to the Premier and his 
corrupt majority. 


The forms of parliament, though now but 

a dead letter, ſhew clearly enough what their 

meaning was, when the ſpirit of the conſtitu- 

tution and of the nation ſurvived. Nor can 

the rights of the people, though - betrayed by 

venal conſtituents, be explained away by the 
ſophiſtry of miniſters. * 


x They may bribe the paſſions, they cannot ſo 


= far corrupt the judgment, but that common 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe will read the true principles of the le- 
giſlature in its very face and forms, although 
preſerved for no other purpoſe than a ſanction 
and a maſk for tyranny. | 


To evade and fruſtrate this natural 9 ſtem 


of rights and power, there are not wanting 


various ſubſtitutes, from the jarring intereſts 
of ambition. The higheſt votaries of the 
Crown do not ſcruple to declare, that * Men 
give up their natural rights when they form 
communities, and ſeek the protection of go- 
vernment.“ 


The Tory argument for the divine inſtitu- 
tion of government, and the divine right of 
princes, abſurdly grants that there are rights 
of nature, contrary to theſe divine inſtitutions; 
and that abugh men are formed for govern- 
ment and. civil ſociety, and are alſo formed 
with natural rights, they inſiſt that theſe two 
formations are oppoſite and irreconcileable, and 
that the rights of nature muſt be given up be- 
fore men can be qualified to anſwer the end 
and deſign of nature. Whereas it is obvious, 
as the gifts of nature cannot contradid the de- 
ſigns of nature and Providence, that thoſe go- 
vernments muſt be unnatural which men can- 
not live under without reſigning God's gifts, 


defacing 
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defacing his image, and marring his work, in 
order to qualify them for Tory degeneracy, 
the image of a beaſt; and the law of tyrants. 
If the Divine Creator. intended mankind for 
deſpotic governments, where was the neceſſity 
of implanting in theit nature a ſenſe of rights, 
and a love of liberty, merely to ſacrifice them 
to arbitrary dominion ? Would they not rather 


have been created with flaviſh principles and 


propenſities adapted to the end for which they 
were profeſſedly deſigned ? Otherwiſe there 
muſt appear to be as little wiſdom in the for- 
mation, as there is juſtice in the government; 
and the law of nature muſt be ſuppoſed ca- 
priciouſly to act upon contrary principles, and 
to oppoſite ends, in giving men rights not to 
be exerciſed; in making them free, to qualify 
them for ſlaves. Ought we not rather to infef 
from the wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs of our 
Maker, that it is more reaſonable governments 
ſhould-be accommodated to the natural make 
and frame of mankind, than mankind new 
modelled contrary: to nature, to fit them for 
government ? If in the government of the 
nurſery, which is the moſt abſolute, from the 
helpleſs condition of childhood, nature has 
guarded againſt the tyranny of the parent by 
ſtrong affection, and the laviſh ſubjection of 
the offspring, by early reſentment of and re- 

ſiſtance 
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fiſtance to oppreſſion, it is pretty evident that 
the authority which nature herſelf rejects and 
teproaches by the mouth of infancy, was never 
intended to be exerciſed by the magiſtrate over 
communities of men. The ſtate of nature 
with regard to mankind, is doubtleſs hat 
ſtate for which they were generally intended. 
Conſequently, ſociety and civil government 
being confeſſedly the true ſtate of nature, 
there can be no neceſſity for giving up na- 
tural rights or principles to qualify them fot 
governments, unleſs it were ſuch as being 
contrary to the rights and laws of nature; 
prove themſelves to be lawleſs uſurpations. 
The man that gives up his natural rights for 
the benefits of civil ſociety, goes leſs than a 
man into the community; it is therefore no 
wonder if his arbitrary rulers. ſhould preſume 
to treat him like a beaſt, or which is little 
better, a ſlave. It would be thought a ridi- 
culous idea for any one to give up the natural 
uſe of his legs, upon acquiring a carriage, or 
of his arms, on obtaining a ſervant. Perhaps 
theſe are. leſs abſurd than a whole community 
reſigning thoſe natural rights and powers to 
government, from which all civil power is 
derived, and to which it muſt ever be ac- 
countable, under a government of laws; which 
if they. are founded on natural juſtice, muſt 
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be the guardian of natural rights. The vul« 
gar, Tory conceit, of giving up theſe rights 
to make room for the uncontrouled ſway and 
full ſwing af power, betrays the utmoſt ig- 
norance ef the principles of our conſtitution, 
and the ends of government, whoſe great ob. 
ject is to prevent their being either ſurrendered 
or invaded; to preſerve and cheriſh thoſe. po- 
pular privileges, which are the great national 
controul upon power, and on the equal and 
perſevering exerciſe of which, law, liberty and 
property, the three firſt blogs of mankind 
depend. 


Other advocates for ,crowns and arbitrary 
dominion, diſcover the ſame ignorance or par- 
tiality, when they reprobate the univerſal exer- 
ciſe of popular rights in equal repreſentation, 
as tantamount to. republicaniſm. They would 
mock, the nation with the forms of liberty; 
there is nothing they dread ſa_ much as the 
reality. They affect to admire the conſtitu- 
tion, and hold it ſacred in theory, for no 
other purpoſe than to make a more merito- 
rious ſacrifice of it to government. The con- 
ſtitution has ſtood the teſt of ages. To de- 
fend it now, would be to affront the common 
ſenſe of mankind. Even Stuarts and Mur- 
, Smelts and Tacker. praiſe and profane 

the 


* 


__ Tr 17 
1 


(43 ) 
the conſtitution; nor can a greater proof of 
its excellence be given than the conſtant ap- 
peal ſuch men make to it, even when they 


tranſgreſs moſt againſt it. They would uſe it 


as a ſtalking horſe to the Crown, to guard 
tyranny from ſuſpicion, and to betray the pubs 
lic rights, which they fear openly to: violate. 


Their real principle is, that a King muſt be 
abſolute, or he is no King; and the people 
paſſive, or they are no ſubjects; which are the 
very things the conſtitution has contrived to 
guard againſt, And unleſs it anſwer this end 
in actual government as well as in ſpeculation, 
by proving the real guardian of the people's 
rights, there is not a vainer or more empty 
found, than the boaſted conſtitution of *. 
land. 


Bot the more moderate Tories do not go 
quite ſo far; though devoted to the Crown 
againſt the people, they profeſs a reſpect for 
hberty, and they regard decency too much to 
wiſh her to yield her virtue and honour with- 


out reſiſtance. There muſt be an oppoſition, 


though a mere affected ſtruggle. The repoſe 
of the ſtare muſt, ariſe from the ſtrife of 


parties. Let the nation be only together by 


the ears, and the Crown will rule them by. 
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their own , contentions, . and then all will go 
well. They deprecate public union and har 
mony as the greateſt of all national evils, be- 
caule this alone can circumſcribe the power of 
their idol the Crown within conſtitutional: li- 
mits, and prevent miniſters from domineering 
over the people by party and corruption. 
Being naturally a credulous race, they uſe 
terms and phraſes without underſtanding their 
j true meaning and application. An oppolition 
| | ariſing from principle in matters of debate, is 
founded in the nature of men, and of things 
this is ſalutary, both for the ſtate and nation. 

But a uniform ſupport, or oppoſition to go- 

vernment, from mercenary motives, from the 

public plunder in poſſcſſion, or proſpect, is a 

clear proof that the whole community is in- 

fected with the court diſeaſe, and is rather a 

ſign of its approaching diſſolution, than of 

ſound principles, and vigour-of conſtitution, 

The ariſtocratic Whigs, who boaſt much of 
their loyalty, and more of their popular at- 

tachments, as occaſion ſuits their purpoſe, have 

another plan of mending and improving the 

| conſtitution, by trimming dexterouſly between 
| ; the intereſts of both; uſing the Crown againſt 
1 the people, when in power, the people againſt 
the Crown, when out. According to the old 
adage, medio tutiſſimus ibis, they endeavour 
1 6-3 to 
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to unite the two extremes of the conſtitution in 
themſelves; and if they poſſeſs not all the ma- 
jeſty of the Crown, nor all the ſplendor of ma- 
jeſty, they will humbly content themſelves with 
its power, Or if at any time, expediency ſhould 
call upon them to bind the people in all caſes 
whatſoever, they will do it with that gentleneſs 
and diſcretion, which will ever diſtinguiſh the 
amiabie man, and the true patriot, But not- 
withſtanding the great proofs they have ex- 


hibited ot their ability and moderation, neither: 


the Crown nor nation ſcems diſpoſed to place 
a confidence in them. The one 1s jealous of 


their ambition, the other of their duplicity. 


They both want ſervants, not maſters; which 
diſqualifies them, as a party, for the county 
aſſociations, as much as for the court. For 
if the latrer can carry all points with a high 
hand by the party already employed, it can 
have no reaſon to change. And if the people 
wiſh to recover and maintain their own rights, 
with thoſe of the conſtitution, it would be the 
extreme of folly to put themſelves again in 
the power of a party, As individuals, fellow- 
citizens, and aſſociates, they might do much 
in their reſpective counties, for their country's 
intereſt and their own, As leaders and con- 
federates, whether in or out of parliament, I 
am perſuaded they will no farther be confided 
in, 
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in, than the diſintereſted virtue and ſpirit of 
their conduct -ſhall recommend them to the 
public in the preſent alarming criſis, But 
where after all is this virtuous, this patriot 
public of which I ſpeak, and to which I ad- 
dreſs myſelf ? The Scottiſh race, conſider the 
character almoſt as fabulous; and I am ſorry 
to ſay the great Whig party, when we appeal 
to the brave and honeſt people of England, 
commonly aſk with a ſneer, and a look of 
affected deſpondency, where they are to be 
found? They want only the ſemblance of vir- 


tue to ſupport the appearance of liberty and 


the conſtitution, and they deſpair even of thar, 
We hear of county aſſociations for reſtoring 


the conſtitution, by recovering the rights of 


the people ; ; but we are told by Whig and 


Tory, it is a mere jeſt; that the people have 


not the ſpirit to ſupport their ' claims—but are 
ready, with a beggarly humiliation, to accept 
the charitable alms of miniſterial indulgence, 
or truckle with equal patience to miniſterial 
infolence, Where, exclaim theſe friends of 
prerogative and party, where are the boaſted 


people in whoſe honour and reſolution you 
. confide ? Alas! you ſeek not the living, but 


the dead]! The glorious anceſtors of theſe de- 
generate people would have known the voice 


of the charmer, when divine libefty was the 


ſong. 


(443 
ſong. But their loſt and wretched offspring, 
the dregs of England's better blood, and hap- 
pier days, know no voice, and follow no 
charm but that -of intereſt, or ſenſual gratifi- 
cation,-My countrymen, this is a melan- 
choly account of your degeneracy I It reſts 
with. yourſelves to confirm it by a tame ac- 
quieſcence under oppreſſion, or to refute it 
by a noble ſtruggle for your rights and li- 
. berties, For my own part, I regard the baſe 
imputation upon my country as falſe and ca- 
lumnious; propagated to divide and diſpirit 
you, by your pretended friends, who not being 


able to uſe your aſſociations to get into power, 


would no depreciate your virtue, as the rivals 
of their party intereſt, and credit with the na- 
tion. The twenty thouſand brave and uncor- 
rupt freeholders of Yorkſhire, ſo lately con- 
jured up in parliament, in. terrorem to admi- 
niſtration, as men of firm minds, not to be 
trifled with or inſulted, are ſuddenly annihi- 
lated by the breath of party, with all other 
deſcriptions of men in that and the other coun- 


ties, at leaſt double, if not treble the number 


of all the frecholders. Theſe twenty thouſand 
bold men, with the worthy - Baronet at their 
head, were, it ſeems, all in buckram, for the 
. Purpoſe of ſwaggering adminiſtration out of 

their places, and the oppoſition into them, 
Having 
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Having falled in that ſervice, they are -h6w 
diſmiſſed by their leaders, or laid faſt aſleep 
by the opiate of diſcretion and expedience, pre- 
parrd from the origina] recipe, and adminiſ- 
tered by the moſt reſpedtable practitioners in 
the ſeveral counties. The elections of Weſt 
minſter and Surry, ſo glorious for the people, 
and all other triumphs of their virtue and 
ſpirit, are artfully concealed, to prevent their 
recovering thoſe rights which would for ever 
annihilate party. So that the county aſſocia- 
tions, committees, and delegates, have evis 
dently ro deal with a rival treachery from-'the 
party contending for power; which if they do 
not guard againſt, and purge their afſemblies 
and counſels from, they will fall a ſacrifice to 
concealed jealouſy and enmity. Let them 
ſtand aloof from party, and party leaders, and 
confide only in God, their country, and theit 
rights, and I truſt the people of England will 
yet be found, when they are leaſt expected, to 
their on honour and triumph, and the con- 
fuſion of all their enemies. That they have 
not already appeared with more vigour and 
effect, is owing to a confidence in double 
dealing ſtateſmen, whoſe intereſt it is to de- 
lude and betray them, not to lead and ſup- 
port. Here indeed, is the defef?, the ſhameful 
defect of Engliſh virtue and ſpirit, which can- 
not 


—— — — -—— 


( 49 ) 

not fail of ſpreading diſtruſt and alarm among 
the inferior orders of the people. They who 
ozpoſe the government, will not concur with 
the nation. They will not lead their coun- 
rymen but from motives of intereſt or am- 
bition. They will not aſſiſt to reſcue their 
country from tyrants, but on condition of be- 
coming its maſters themſelves. 


And now, my countrymen and fellow ct- 
tizens, I take leave of you have ſhewn you 
your true ſituation, and defended your rights, 
/[ truſt, ſubſtantially and ſatisfactorily. What 
remains, but that you forthwith aſſert theſe 
rights, and be, what Nature made you—men ; 
lor by neglecting and abandoning them, be- 
come the reproach of nature, and the ſcorn of 
the univerſe? Twice degenerate and fallen! 
' Loſt to liberty as well as to virtue! and doomed 
in the ſwear of ſlaviſh brows to till the ground 
for tyrant maſters, both ſpiritual and tem- 


poral ! 


Univerſal ſuffrage is the great charter of na- 
ture. Aſſert her grants, and be free and hap- 
py !—Reſign them, and you renounce the au- 
thority of univerſal nature, and the dignity of 
your own. You are then no longer fit ſub- 


jets for government, divine or human. Go- 
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vernment diſclaims you, for that ſuppoſes the 
concurrence of reaſon and will in the governed, 
It ſuppoſes law as a rule and reſtraint both tg 
prince and people. The wretched flaves why 
obey another's will, are not governed. They 
have no concurrence or conſent, but like the 
borſe or the hound, move to the command or 
the whip of the driver. They are hardly to 
be called agents, much leſs free agents, who 
are the paſſive inſtruments of uncontrouled 


and virtuous, attached to liberty and their 
country, I have ſaid enough.—On the diſ- 
ſipated, debauched, corrupt and ſelfiſh mind, 
argument is thrown away. Truth, honour, 
and the rights of their fellow citizens, make 
no impreſſion. They muſt be left to other 
inſtructors, not far diſtant, to open their 
eyes—Even to adverſity and ſorrow, hunger 
and nakedneſs, oppreſſion and miſery, the never 


failing attendants upon tyranny and uſurpa- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HAVE peruſed with very great ſatisfaction 
and advantage the excellent letter of Lord 
Carysfort to the Huntingdonſhire committee; 
and though I find frequent mention of the 
people's natural rights, even as fundamental 
to the conſtitution, interſperſed in that va- 
luable performance, yet, to ſhew how im- 
perfectly thoſe rights have been underſtood, 
as the ground of all law and legal govern- 
ment, I muſt, though reluctantly, quote a 
paſſage from the 12th, page of the letter, 
which, if I miſtake not, will too well juſtify 
the motive of this work. © To cut away, 
ſays his Lordſhip, the rotten boroughs, and 
encreaſe the repreſentation of the counties, 
would be to lay the axe to the root; yet 
there is an injuſtice in depriving a man of his 
freehold, becauſe it is poſſible he might make 
an ill uſe of it. A property derived under 
the law, and not forfeited by miſconduct, 
ſhould be deemed ſacred. The disfranchiſc- 
ment of a borough, on pretence of general 
improvement, perhaps is not to be juſtified, 
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and it might be dangerous to eſtabliſh the 
precedent,” Upon how narrow a ſcale is 
this reaſoning, and how unworthy the other 
great and liberal ſentiments expreſſed in the 
letter? Can it be unjuſt, politically ſpeaking, 
in regard of the public welfare, the great end 
and object of all good government, to deprive 
individuals of privileges, which it is confeſſed 
they may abuſe to the detriment of the com- 
munity ? Does not common fenſe proclaim, 
that ju//ice to the public is firſt to be con- 
ſidered, as the more ſacred and imporant ob- 
ject ? Can any man, upon any principle of 
equity, claim a right to a civil power or pris 
vilege, which may be, and is conſtantly uſed 
to deprive a nation of 1ts natural rights ? Nay, 
Ste dy diſt:nCtion* of privilege ariſes from 
an innovation upon the firſt principle of the 
conſtitùtion, and a traitorous uſurpation of the 


rights of the whole community? Is ir "not 


abſütd ta call a freehold, obtained and held 


by the illegal, unconſtitutional grant of the 


Crown, “ a right derived under the law,” 
which is directly ſubverſive of the laws them- 
ſelves, and the legal rights of others, and 
given by tyrants for the very purpoſe of de- 
ſtroy ing popular rights ? The right of election 
and repreſentation,” as I have fully proved, 
not Gerived under the law, but from the prin- 
ciples 
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